THE TRAINING OF A RULER
was the first great test for a thousand years. Yes,
I am not exaggerating! Although there have been
innumerable wars between the provinces and the
city-states of Italy, our nation as a whole has not
known war on the grand scale since the fall of
the Roman Empire. Not even during the over-
throw of the republic of Florence, and that was
four centuries back. Napoleon was the first to
test our people under arms, and was well content
with the result."
Since I had made up my mind never to argue
a point with him (for the object of these talks was,
not that we should convince one another, but
merely that I should get to know him), I went
back to the topic of the trenches.
"It surprises me that you, of all people, found
it possible to endure the incessant proximities of
trench life. Dehmel, the poet, who went to the
front as a volunteer, told me that the hardest
thing to bear was that he was never alone."
"Same here," said Mussolini, "In compensa-
tion, one learned, above all, the art of attack
and defence."
"Are you talking literally or metaphorically?
Did you learn enough about strategy to turn the
knowledge to account in your March on Rome?"
"Literally, I learned something at the front
Though I did not personally lead the march, the
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